Freshmen: WCCHS Class of 2020 Summer Reading List
Required Texts: Read Both

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee (790L)

Lawyer Atticus Finch defends the real mockingbird of Harper Lee's classic, Pulitzer Prize-winning novel—a black man charged with the
rape of a white woman. Through the eyes of Atticus's children, Scout and Jem Finch, Harper Lee explores with rich humor and
unanswering honesty the irrationality of adult attitudes toward race and class in the Deep South of the 1930's.

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck (630L)

A controversial tale of friendship and tragedy during the Great Depression. They are an unlikely pair: George is "small and quick and dark
of face"; Lennie, a man of tremendous size, has the mind of a young child. Yet they have formed a "family," clinging together in the face of
loneliness and alienation.
Choice Texts: Choose One
Fiction

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie (600L)

Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his
future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other
Indian is the school mascot. Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which is based on
the author's own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings that reflect the character's art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of
one Native American boy as he attempts to break away from the life he thought he was destined to live.

Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson (690L)

Melinda Sordino busted an end-of-summer party by calling the cops. Now her old friends won't talk to her, and people she doesn't even
know hate her from a distance. The safest place to be is alone, inside her own head. But even that's not safe. Because there's something she's
trying not to think about, something about the night of the party that, if she let it in, would blow her carefully constructed disguise to
smithereens. And then she would have to speak the truth.

Monster by Walter Dean Myers (670L)

"Monster" is what the prosecutor called 16-year-old Steve Harmon for his supposed role in the fatal shooting of a convenience-store
owner. But was Steve really the lookout who gave the "all clear" to the murderer, or was he just in the wrong place at the wrong time? In
this innovative novel by Walter Dean Myers, the reader becomes both juror and witness during the trial of Steve's life. To calm his nerves
as he sits in the courtroom, aspiring filmmaker Steve chronicles the proceedings in movie script format.
Free Online: Kindle Free/ Project Gutenberg

The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway (940L)

Told in language of great simplicity and power, it is the story of an old Cuban fisherman, down on his luck, and his supreme ordeal--a
relentless, agonizing battle with a giant marlin far out in the Gulf Stream. Here Hemingway recasts, in strikingly contemporary style,
the classic theme of courage in the face of defeat, of personal triumph won from loss.

Non-Fiction

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah (920L)

This fascinating story recounts the author’s experiences as a boy growing up in Sierra Leone in the 1990s, during one of the most brutal
and violent civil wars in recent history. Beah, a boy equally thrilled by causing mischief as by memorizing passages from Shakespeare and
dance moves from hip-hop videos, was a typical precocious 12-year-old. But rebel forces destroyed his childhood innocence when they hit
his village, driving him to leave his home and travel the arid deserts and jungles of Africa. After several months of struggle, he was
recruited by the national army, made a full soldier and learned to shoot an AK-47, and hated everyone who came up against the rebels. But
an abrupt change occurred a few years later when agents from the United Nations pulled him out of the army and placed him in a
rehabilitation center. Anger and hate slowly faded away, and readers see the first glimmers of Beah's work as an advocate.

The Pregnancy Project: A Memoir by Gaby Rodriguez (970L)

Growing up, Gaby Rodriguez was often told she would end up a teen mom. After all, her mother and her older sisters had gotten
pregnant as teenagers; from an outsider’s perspective, it was practically a family tradition. Gaby had ambitions that didn’t include teen
motherhood. But she wondered: how would she be treated if she “lived down” to others’ expectations? Would everyone ignore the years
she put into being a good student and see her as just another pregnant teen statistic with no future? These questions sparked Gaby’s high
school senior project: faking her own pregnancy to see how her family, friends, and community would react. What she learned changed
her life forever—and made international headlines in the process.

Go: A Kidd’s Guide to Graphic Design by Chip Kidd (1110L)

Kids love to express themselves, and are designers by nature―whether making posters for school, deciding what to hang in their rooms, or
creating personalized notebook covers. Go, by the award-winning graphic designer Chip Kidd, is a stunning introduction to the ways in
which a designer communicates his or her ideas to the world. It’s written and designed just for those curious kids, not to mention their
savvy parents, who want to learn the secret of how to make things dynamic and interesting.

