Sophomores: WCCHS Class of 2019 Summer Reading List
Required Text: Choose One
Fiction

Lockdown: Escape from Furnace 1 by Alexander Gordon Smith (1010L)

Furnace Penitentiary: the world's most secure prison for young offenders, buried a mile beneath the earth's surface. Convicted of a
murder he didn't commit, sentenced to life without parole, "new fish" Alex Sawyer knows he has two choices: find a way out, or resign
himself to a death behind bars, in the darkness at the bottom of the world. Except in Furnace, death is the least of his worries. Soon Alex
discovers that the prison is a place of pure evil, where inhuman creatures in gas masks stalk the corridors at night, where giants in black
suits drag screaming inmates into the shadows, where deformed beasts can be heard howling from the blood-drenched tunnels below.
And behind everything is the mysterious, all-powerful warden, a man as cruel and dangerous as the devil himself, whose unthinkable acts
have consequences that stretch far beyond the walls of the prison. Together with a bunch of inmates―some innocent kids who have
been framed, others cold-blooded killers―Alex plans an escape. But as he starts to uncover the truth about Furnace's deeper, darker
purpose, Alex's actions grow ever more dangerous, and he must risk everything to expose this nightmare that's hidden from the eyes of
the world.

Tomorrow When the War Began by John Marsden (850L)

World War III becomes an unstoppable reality in the action-packed first installment of the Tomorrow series--an international bestseller
in an eye-catching new paperback. When Ellie and her friends go camping, they have no idea they're leaving their old lives behind
forever. Despite a less-than-tragic food shortage and a secret crush or two, everything goes as planned. But a week later, they return
home to find their houses empty and their pets starving. Something has gone wrong--horribly wrong. Before long, they realize the
country has been invaded, and the entire town has been captured--including their families and all their friends. Ellie and the other
survivors face an impossible decision: They can flee for the mountains or surrender. Or they can fight.

Forest of Hands and Teeth by Carrie Ryan (900L)

Mary knows little about the past and why the world now contains two types of people: those in her village and the undead outside the
fence, who prey upon the flesh of the living. The Sisters protect their village and provide for the continuance of the human race. After
her mother is bitten and joins the Unconsecrated, Mary is sent to the Sisters to be prepared for marriage to her friend Harry. But then
the fences are breached and the life she has known is gone forever. In this sci-fi/horror novel, the suspense that Ryan has created from
the very first page on entices and tempts readers so that putting the book down is not an option. Some of the descriptions of death and
mutilation of both the Unconsecrated and the living are graphic.
Free online: Kindle Free/ Project Gutenberg

1984 by George Orwell (1090L)

This novel is a terrifying view of the future, the possibility of what “could be”. Airstrip One (formerly known as Great Britain) is a
province of the superstate Oceania, which is in a world of perpetual war, omnipresent government surveillance and public manipulation,
dictated by a political system that persecutes individualism and independent thinking.

Non-Fiction

Breakthrough: How One Teen Innovator is Changing the World by Jack Andraka and Matt Lysiak

For the first time, teen innovator and scientist Jack Andraka tells the story behind his revolutionary discovery. When a dear family friend
passed away from pancreatic cancer, Jack was inspired to create a better method of early detection. At the age of fifteen, he garnered
international attention for his breakthrough: a four-cent strip of paper capable of detecting pancreatic, ovarian, and lung cancers four
hundred times more effectively than the previous standard.

Brain on Fire: My Month of Maddness by Susannah Cahalan (1180L)

When twenty-four-year-old Susannah Cahalan woke up alone in a hospital room, strapped to her bed and unable to move or speak, she
had no memory of how she’d gotten there. Days earlier, she had been on the threshold of a new, adult life: at the beginning of her first
serious relationship and a promising career at a major New York newspaper. Now she was labeled violent, psychotic, a flight risk. What
happened? In a swift and breathtaking narrative, Susannah tells the astonishing true story of her descent into madness, her family’s
inspiring faith in her, and the lifesaving diagnosis that nearly didn’t happen.

Columbine by David Cullen (760L)

On April 20, 1999, two boys left an indelible stamp on the American psyche. Their goal was simple: to blow up their school, OklahomaCity style, and to leave "a lasting impression on the world." Their bombs failed, but the ensuing shooting defined a new era of school
violence-irrevocably branding every subsequent shooting "another Columbine." When we think of Columbine, we think of the Trench
Coat Mafia; we think of Cassie Bernall, the girl we thought professed her faith before she was shot; and we think of the boy pulling
himself out of a school window -- the whole world was watching him. Now, in a riveting piece of journalism nearly ten years in the
making, comes the story none of us knew. In this revelatory book, Dave Cullen has delivered a profile of teenage killers that goes to the
heart of psychopathology. He lays bare the callous brutality of mastermind Eric Harris, and the quavering, suicidal Dylan Klebold, who
went to prom three days earlier and obsessed about love in his journal. The result is an astonishing account of two good students with
lots of friends, who came to stockpile a basement cache of weapons, to record their raging hatred, and to manipulate every adult who got
in their way. They left signs everywhere, described by Cullen with a keen investigative eye and psychological acumen. Drawing on
hundreds of interviews, thousands of pages of police files, FBI psychologists, and the boy's tapes and diaries, he gives the first complete
account of the Columbine tragedy.

Soccernomics by Simon Kuper and Stefan Szymanski

Why does England lose? Why does Scotland suck? Why doesn’t America dominate the sport internationally... and why do the Germans
play with such an efficient but robotic style? These are questions every soccer aficionado has asked. Soccernomics answers them. Using
insights and analogies from economics, statistics, psychology, and business to cast a new and entertaining light on how the game
works, Soccernomics reveals the often surprisingly counter-intuitive truths about soccer.

